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Ko Samui
With soft sandy beaches shaded by towering 
palms, delicious fresh seafood and a vibrant 
nightlife, Samui has a magical formula that 
seems to cast its spell on everyone.

Ko Samui is Thailand’s third largest island at 247 sq. km., and 
during the last decade it has become one of Southeast Asia’s 
premier tourist destinations. 

Samui sits snugly in the Gulf of Thailand, surrounded by other 
island gems like Ko Pha-ngan and Ko Tao, and is located 84 
km. east of Surat Thani, the provincial capital on the mainland. 
With soft sandy beaches shaded by towering palms, delicious 
fresh seafood and a vibrant nightlife, Samui has a magical 
formula that seems to cast its spell on everyone. Many visitors 
are content to laze their days away on the beach, soaking up the 
sun and cooling off in the turquoise waters, but for action en-
thusiasts there are plenty of choices like diving and snorkelling, 
windsurfing and paragliding, beach volleyball, off-road driving, 
and other similar activities.

One of the island’s most appealing features is the loop road, 
which makes a 50 km. circuit around the island, giving a 
glimpse of superb beaches on the north, east and west coasts. 
It runs past sleepy fishing villages and through seas of coconut 
palms, passing Samui’s most impressive waterfall and tempting 
turn-offs into the highlands along the way. Other attractions 
on or near the road include a butterfly garden, a snake show, a 
monkey training centre, and health spas dedicated to pampering 
the body. 

There is plenty on Samui to keep even the most jaded travel-

nononononononononono

Hat Lamai

Hat Rin, Ko Pha-ngan
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Beaches
Hat Chaweng
Situated on Samui’s east coast, this is the island’s longest and 
most beautiful beach, a 6-km. strip of powder-soft sand fronted 
by crystal-clear water. At Hat Chaweng, there is plenty of ac-
commodation, ranging from five-star resorts to simple bamboo 
bungalows. In the day time, Hat Chaweng is the centre for 
water sports such as windsurfing and jet-skiing and also a great 
social scene at night, when the dance clubs pulsate to the latest 
rhythms. 

Hat Lamai
Also on the east coast, just south of Hat Chaweng, the playful 
waters of Hat Lamai always attracts surfers, as they run a little 
deeper than any other beaches in Ko Samui. Behind the beach 

are several spas where visitors can treat themselves to an herbal 
sauna, a relaxing Thai massage, or even a mud facial. 

Hat Maenam, Hat Bophut and Hat Bang Rak
These are all located along the north coast, and are  ideal places 
for those who want to get away from it all. Bang Rak is often 
called “Big Buddha Beach” because of  the huge Buddha image 
at the eastern end of the beach (particularly impressive at sunset.) 

South and West Coast Beaches  
On the south and west coasts are very isolated beaches not 
linked by the island’s ring road, yet access is easy enough for 
those in search of tranquility. At Laem Set in the south, the sea 
is too shallow for swimming. However, the huge smooth boulders 
on the beach and the coconut palms leaning over at impossible 
angles make it look spectacular. ln the island’s southwest, Hat 
Taling Ngam may not be quite as perfect as Hat Chaweng, but 
has a long strip of sand that is often deserted and makes an 
ideal spot for a beach ramble. At the northern end of the bay, 
the luxurious Ban Taling Ngam Resort has several swimming 
pools and villas set on a hill with great views of the beach. 

ler happy for a week or two, but for anyone spending even a 
few days here, an opportunity not to be missed is a trip to the 
emerald islands of the Mu Ko Angthong National Marine Park, 
which offers another perspective of a tropical paradise. 

Ao Muang, Ko Tao Hat Lamai

nonononononononononoHat Chaweng Hat Bang Rak
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Sports
With such clear waters and an abundance of marine life, water 
sports are very popular on Samui, and the hottest one is diving. 
Around a dozen dive companies based on the island offer a 
chance for experienced divers to join them and for beginners 
to learn how to dive, which can be arranged through the hotels 
and bungalows. If diving sounds too challenging, then snorkel-
ling is your second choice. Join a trip to one of the nearby coral 
reefs, put on a mask, a snorkel and fins, then go floating above 
the reefs and discover colourful fish. For those who would 
rather keep their head above water, then maybe sea kayaking 
is the sport for them. Once they have mastered how to propel 
this small light craft, they can explore the shoreline in perfect 
peace. For more thrills, try windsurfing, jet-skiing or paraglid-
ing, and feel the tropical breeze.  For those who are watershy, 
just hang around the beach in the evening and join in one of the 
spontaneous games of beach volleyball, or even Takro, a tradi-
tional Thai take on the game, using feet, elbows and shoulders. 
If exploring the island’s interior sounds like fun, hire a 4WD 
vehicle and try off-road driving on the bumpy trails leading to 
the highlands. 

Other Attractions 
Hin Ta and Hin Yai
Meaning “Grandfather and Grandmother Rocks”, these unusual 
rock formations were named after their similarity to sexual 
organs, and they are located at the south end of Hat Lamai. The 
site is one of Ko Samui’s most photographed features.

Namtok Na Mueang
There are two levels to this attractive waterfall, which tumbles 
down out of the highlands. The nearest one to the road has 
about a 20-metre drop and a refreshing pool for relaxing. A 
steep side road leads to the higher level, which is even more 
impressive. Here, elephant treks are also possible. 

Na Thon
This is the island’s main town and port, situated on the west coast, 
and is constantly bustling with visitors arriving and departing. 
This is the place to go shopping for beach gear, extending visas 
or just watch the goings-on at the port from a street cafe.

Samui Butterfly Garden

nononononononononono

Na Thon

Ao Thien Ok, Ko Tao

Hat Chaweng
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Set on a gentle slope in the southeast corner of the island, the 
garden contains a wide range of bright and unusual flowers. 
Up in the air flit hundreds of butterflies, creating a captivating 
environment beneath meshed nets. There is also a display of 
insects, moths and some beehives. 

Snake Shows
For anyone fascinated by snakes, a visit to one of the island’s 
snake shows is a must. The fearless handlers play with deadly 
species, and offer visitors the chance to get up close and touch 
their slithery skin.

Monkey Shows
The monkeys’ famed ability as coconut collectors once formed 
the basis of Samui’s economy. During the performance, all their 
skills are shown to ludicrous effect.

Shopping
There are plenty of shops behind Hat Chaweng where visitors 
can buy beachwear, and tailors will measure them and make up  
a suit or dress while they are relaxing on the beach. For those 
looking for souvenirs, there are so many options, ranging from 
colourful carved soaps to chopsticks and coasters made from 
local coconut wood. There are also several art shops selling 
reproductions of famous works of art at very reasonable prices.

Nearby Islands
Mu Ko Angthong National Marine Park
Situated about 35 km. west of Ko Samui, this archipelago of 42 
islands fits everyone’s image of a tropical paradise, with huge 
limestone rocks covered in virgin rainforest rising out of the 

aquamarine waters. Most people come here for a day trip tour 
from Ko Samui, which is easy to organise. There is a fantastic 
viewpoint on Ko Wua Talap, just above the park headquarters, 
looking out over the uninhabited, pristine islands. Trips around 
the park usually include a visit to a delightful concealed lagoon 
on Ko Mae Ko, as well as the opportunity to paddle a sea 
kayak around the strange limestone formations. For more infor-
mation, contact the National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conserva-
tion Department Tel. 0 2562 0760 or Mu Ko Angthong  National 
Marine Park Tel. 0 7728 6025, 0 7728 6588, 0 7728 0222. 
Website: www.dnp.go.th

Monkey Training

Mu Ko Angthong National Marine Park
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Ko Pha-ngan
Just 20 km. north of Ko Samui and a short boat trip away, Ko 
Pha-ngan is a mountainous island ringed by secluded bays that 
offer ideal getaways. Its only town of any size, Thong Sala, 
has a bank, a post office, supermarket and shops selling beach 
equipment and souvenirs. Many of its beautiful beaches are 
accessible only by boat, though pick-up trucks and motorbikes 
also ply the island’s rough roads. Its most famous beach is Hat 
Rin, in the southeast corner of the island, which is the location 
for the world-famous full moon parties that attract thousands of 
visitors each month to dance the night away on the beach. The 
island’s most picturesque beach is Thong Nai Pan, a double 
bay in the northeast of the island, which has good swimming 
and snorkelling, as well as the island’s most comfortable ac-
commodation. A little south of Thong Nai Pan is Than Sadet, 
the island’s most impressive waterfall, which was once King 
Chulalongkorn’s favourite place.

Ko Tao
“Tao” means turtle, and the island is named for its shape when 
seen from out in the waters of the Gulf. Smaller than Samui 
and Pha-ngan, Ko Tao lies about 40 km. northwest of  Ko  
Pha-ngan, and is also easily accessible from Chumphon. The 
island is particularly popular among divers, and has a reputa-
tion for some of the most exciting underwater excursions 
in the entire Gulf. Several dive companies based at Mae Hat, 
the island’s only town, can arrange underwater excursions for 
beginners and experienced divers. There are many peaceful and 
idyllic beaches on the island such as Hat Sai Ri, the island’s 
longest beach on its west coast, Hat Chalok Ban Kao and Hat 
Sai Daeng on the south coast. There is also a unique geological 
phenomenon at Ko Nang Yuan, a tiny cluster of islets just off 
the northwest coast of Ko Tao, where stunning causeways of 
sand join the islands, offering visitors the choice of two seas to 
swim in.

Hat Rin, Ko Pha-ngan

Ko Tao
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Getting There
By Air
For reservations, contact Bangkok Airways, Bangkok office
Tel. 0 2265 5555 Samui Airport office Tel. 0 7724 5601-8.
Website: www.bangkokair.com

By Rail
Trains leave from Hua Lamphong Railway Station in Bangkok 
to Surat Thani, from where it is necessary to take a bus to Don 
Sak Pier and then a ferry across to the islands. 
Railway Station Hotline: 1690 or Hua Lamphong Railway Sta-
tion Tel. 0 2220 4334
Surat Thani Railway Station Tel. 0 7731 1213
Website: www.railway.co.th

By Bus
Buses from Bangkok leave the Southern Bus Terminal three 
times a day for Ko Samui, but the fare does not include the 
ticket for the ferry. The bus takes around 14 hours.
Bangkok Southern Bus Terminal Tel. 0 2435 1199 
Surat Thani Bus Terminal Tel. 0 7720 0032
Website: www.transport.co.th

By Boat
To Ko Samui
The ferries for passengers and cars from Don Sak Pier to Ko 
Samui depart from 6.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m., taking about one and 
a half hours. Fare ranges between 84 and 220 baht. Some ferry 
company’s fare may include a ticket for an air-conditioned bus. 
If one loves travelling at night to get a great view of stars and 
sky, there is also an overnight boat to Ko Samui which departs 
at 11.00 p.m. and arrives at 5.00 a.m.

To Ko Pha-ngan
There are three alternative piers to catch a boat from Don Sak 
Pier (Surat Thani), Na Thon (Ko Samui), and from the Ban 
Don Pier (overnight boat). Boat fares are between 80  
and160 baht.

To Ko Tao
To travel to this island, alternative departures are at Ko Pha-ngan, 
Ko Samui and Tha Yang Pier in Chumphon province. The fare 
is 400-500 baht. Nevertheless, going at night will cost only  
200 baht. The boat departs at 12.00 a.m. arriving at 6.00 a.m.
• Raja Ferry (Don Sak,  Ko Samui and Ko Pha-ngan)
 Tel. 0 7747 1151-3 (Don Sak office) or 0 7741 5230-3
 (Ko Samui office)
• Seatran Ferry (Don Sak, Ko Samui and Ko Pha-ngan)
 Tel. 0 7727 5060
•  Ban Don Pier (overnight boat to Ko Samui and Ko Pha-
ngan)
 Tel. 0 7728 4928
• Tha Yang Sea Port (overnight boat to Ko Tao)
 Tel. 0 7750 3052-4

Accommodation
Ko Samui has a variety of hotels and guesthouses to suit all 
budgets, ranging from luxurious five-star hotels to simple 
bamboo bungalows on the beach. Ko Pha-ngan and Ko Tao also 
have many attractive places to stay. For further information, 
contact the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) Samui Tour-
ism Coordination Centre Tel. 0 7742 0504  
or 0 7742 0720-2.

Cruising in the Gulf

Ko Nang Yuan
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Surat Thani 
The provincial capital of Surat Thani rose to  
importance during the Srivijaya period (7th -13th 
centuries) because of its strategic position at the 
mouth of  the Tapi and Phum Duang Rivers.

It lies 644 km. south of Bangkok, and most visitors arriving 
by bus or train head on to the islands by ferry from here or the 
nearby Don Sak Pier. The provincial capital of Surat Thani rose 
to importance during the Srivijaya period (7th -13th centuries) 
because of its strategic position at the mouth of the Tapi and 
Phum Duang Rivers. These days its port is important for the 
trade in rubber and coconuts.

Surat Thani is southern Thailand’s largest province, covering 
almost 13,000 sq. km., including the region of the Gulf of Thai-
land that contains its most famous beach resorts, on the islands 
of Ko Samui, Ko Pha-ngan and Ko Tao.

Major Attractions
Chaiya
Located 54 km. north of Surat Thani, just a few kilometres 
east of Highway No. 41, Chaiya is one of southern Thailand’s 
oldest towns, believed to have been a centre of the Srivijayan 
Empire, which was a Mahayana Buddhist sect based in Sumatra, 
with strong Indian influences. In fact, it is likely that the town’s 
name comes from the second part of the word “Srivijaya.”   A great 
number of artefacts dating back a thousand years or more have 
been recovered here, including a bronze statue of Avalokitesvara 
Bodhisattva, an acclaimed masterpiece now on display in the 
National Museum in Bangkok. Chaiya’s two main sights are 
Wat Phra Borommathat and the Chaiya National Museum, 
located next to each other on the west side of town. The main 
feature of the temple is its Chedi, which dates back to the ninth 
century and is one of the few remaining examples of Srivijayan 
architecture.

Ratchaprapha Dam

Wat Phra Borommathat Chaiya
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Khao Sok National Park
Covering an area of over 700 sq. km. in the west of Surat 
Thani, Khao Sok National Park consists of tropical rainfor-
est draped over limestone outcrops, which form hundreds of 
islands in Ratchaprapha Dam, resulting in some of the country’s 
most dramatic landscapes. The Park is home to elephants,  
bears and even a few tigers, though visitors are more likely to 
hear the raucous whoops of gibbons and glimpse a few of the 
188 bird species during a stay in the park. Khao Sok also has 
the world’s largest flower, the Raffiesia Kerrii, which can grow 
up to 70 centimetres wide when it blooms for a few days in 
December or January. 

There are several hiking trails within the park that are suitable 
for everyone, though for steep routes hikers must be in good 
physical condition. A less strenuous, but equally pleasurable 
activity is to take a canoe trip around the towering rocks that 
protrude from the dam. Khao Sok is best visited between Janu-

ary and April, when skies are usually clear. There are plenty of 
places to stay near the visitor centre. 
National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department 
Tel. 0 2562 0760
Khao Sok National Park Tel. 0 7739 5139
Website: www.dnp.go.th

Special Interest
Wat Suan Mokkh
This forest temple, located 6 km. south of Chaiya on Highway 
No. 41, means “Garden of Liberation” and was home to the late 
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, one of Thailand’s most revered monks, 
famous for his “back-to-basics” approach to Buddhism. Both 
Thais and foreigners flock here to study meditation courses, 
which begin on the first day of every month and last for ten 
days. The technique used is called “mindfulness with breathing” 
by which meditators keep their attention on their breathing, 
and return to it whenever the mind wanders. Foreigners study 
in the International Dharma Heritage building just a kilometre 
from Wat Suan Mokkh, and visitors are welcome to drop by 
any time. 
Tel. 0 7743 1661-2, 0 7743 1596-7, 0 7743 1552

Meditation at Wat Suan Mokkh

Chak Phra Festival
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Website: www.suanmokkh.org

Special Event
Chak Phra Festival
“Chak Phra” literally means “pulling the Buddha”, and takes 
place at the end of Buddhist Lent in October when Buddha im-
ages from all the town’s temples are paraded along the streets, 
and the most important one is floated with pride on the river. 
It is a time of great joy, and people offer new robes and daily 
necessities to the monks, while Tapi River becomes the scene 
of some exciting longboat racing.

Getting There
By Air
Thai Airways operates flights between Bangkok and Surat 
Thani daily. (1 hour 15 minutes.) 
Bangkok office Tel. 0 2280 0060, 0 2628 2000
Website: www.thaiairways.com

By Rail

Ko Tao

Trains from Hua Lamphong Railway Station in Bangkok to 
Surat Thani leave many times a day and take 12 hours. 
The Surat Thani Railway Station is 12 km. from town and  
there is a shuttle bus between the station and the town. 
Railway Station Hotline: 1690 
Hua Lamphong Railway Station Tel. 0 2220 4334
Surat Thani Railway Station Tel. 0 7731 1213
Website: www.railway.co.th

By Bus
Several buses leave the Southern Bus Terminal in Bangkok for 
Surat Thani daily.   
Bangkok Southern Bus Terminal Tel. 0 2435 1199 
Surat Thani Bus Terminal Tel. 0 7720 0032 
Website: www.transport.co.th

By Car
Take Highway No. 4 via Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan and 
finally Highway No. 41 to reach Surat Thani.

Accommodation
Ask for recommendations on where to stay in Surat Thani at 

Ko Tao Pier Mu Ko Angthong National Marine Park
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Near the provincial capital, the southbound road splits into two, 
one following the south Gulf coast and the other branching 
over to the Andaman coast. Chumphon’s port at Pak Nam is 
a convenient place to take a boat to Ko Tao, which is in Surat 
Thani but easier to approach from here. Yet visitors should not 
be too hasty to leave Chumphon’s pretty coastline, as there are 
fine beaches and coral-ringed offshore islands both north and 
south of town. 

Situated almost 500 km. south of Bangkok and nearly 200 
km. north of Surat Thani, Chumphon, covering approximately 
6,010 sq. km., is a tiny province with the important title of 
“Gateway to the South” of Thailand. 

Major Attractions
Hat Thung Wua Laen
Easy to reach and situated 16 km. north of town, this sandy 
beach is backed by lush hills and is a good place for relaxing or 
setting off on diving and snorkelling trips to nearby coral reefs. 
There are several resorts and bungalows right on the beach, 
making this a tempting place to stay. The Chumphon Cabana 
Resort rents out diving equipment, offers instruction and ar-
ranges boat trips to dive sites. 
Chumphon Cabana Resort Bangkok office Tel. 0 2427 1825
Chumphon office Tel. 0 7756 0245-7
Website: www.cabana.co.th 

Hat Sai Ri
It is also possible to go diving or snorkelling around the islands 

Chumphon
Chumphon, covering approximately 6,010 sq. 
km., is a tiny province with the important title 
of “Gateway to the South” of Thailand. 

nononononononononono

Hat Thung Wua Laen

Hat Sai Ri
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of Mu Ko Chumphon National Park near Hat Sai Ri, which is 
20 km. south of Chumphon. The beach is another long stretch 
of enticing sand with lodgings.

Mu Ko Chumphon National Park
This small park, covering 317 sq. km., has its headquarters 21 
km. south of town near Hat Sai Ri. Visitors may camp here 
and walk along trails that lead off from the Tourist Information 

Centre. The park includes beaches like Thung Makham and 
Arunothai, as well as over 40 small offshore islands. Several of 
them, like Ko Chorakhe and Ko Ngam, are surrounded 
by beautiful coral reefs, while Ko Thong Lang has a long white 
sandy beach. Tel. 0 7755 8144

Chumphon National Museum
Open on Wednesday to Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., this 
museum includes displays on the province’s history with titles 
such as, Chumphon during World War II, Chumphon and Ty-
phoons, plus Nature and Outstanding Heritage of Chumphon. 
It is located in the Chumphon Governmental Centre, Khao Sam 
Kaeo, Tambon Nacha-ang, Amphoe Mueang on Phetchakasem 
Road at the 484-km. marker before approaching Pathomphon 
junction. 
Tel. 0 7750 4105, 0 7750 4246

Chumphon Night Market
After dark, stalls are set up along Krom Luang Chumphon Road 
creating a lively night market, just near the train station, 
which is a good place to explore on foot. Try a new Thai 
snack, pick up a pizza or enjoy a coffee at one of the many 
shops and street outlets. 

Special Event
Chumphon Marine Festival
Each March or April, the town helds a Marine Festival, which 
includes cultural and folk art exhibits, a  fishing competition, 
and seafood festival, as well as a mini-marathon and a wind-
surfing competition at Hat Sai Ri. 

Ko Langa Chio

Fruit Market, Amphoe Lang Suan Orchards in Amphoe Lang Suan
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Getting There
By Rail
Chumphon is on the rail line from Bangkok to the south 
(about 8-9 hours.) Visitors can take a train from either Hua 
Lamphong Railway Station or Thon Buri Railway Station (for-
merly known as Bangkok Noi Railway Station) in Bangkok. 
Railway Station Hotline: 1690  
Hua Lamphong Railway Station Tel. 0 2220 4334
Thon Buri Railway Station Tel. 0 2411 3102 
Chumphon Railway Station Tel. 0 7751 1103
Website: www.railway.co.th

By Bus
Visitors can take either a regular or an air-conditioned 
Bangkok-Chumphon bus. 
Bangkok Southern Bus Terminal Tel. 0 2435 1199
Chumphon Bus Terminal Tel. 0 7757 6796 
Website: www.transport.co.th

By Car
From Bangkok, take a 6-to-7-hour-drive south of Bangkok 
along Highway No. 4 (Phetchakasem) via Phetchaburi, Pra-
chuap Khiri Khan, then turn left at Pathomphon junction and 
drive 8 kilometres to the town.

Accommodation
Ask for recommendations on where to stay in Chumphon at 
the TAT Southern Office: Region 5 Tel. 0 7728 8817-9. 
Website: www.tourismthailand.org.Mu Ko Chumphon National Park

H.R.S. Chumphon

Ko Khai



32

32

33

33

Covering an area of 3,298 sq. km., Ranong is located 568 
km. from Bangkok and about 300 km. north of Phuket. It is 
bordered to the west by the Andaman Sea, to the north by 
Myanmar, to the east by Chumphon and to the south by
Surat Thani.

Ranong is the wettest province in Thailand, with over 4,000 
mm. of rain per year, and also the country’s least populous 
province. As it has a long rainy period, which lasts for around 
8 months each year, it is best visited between December and 
April. Its compact area includes many natural wonders such 
as hot springs, waterfalls, white sandy beaches and offshore 
islands. In the northeast of the province, the Kra Isthmus 
signals the narrowest point of the peninsula, where just 44 km. 
separate the Andaman Sea from the Gulf of Thailand. 

Major Attractions
Ranong Hot Springs and Raksawarin Arboretum
Just 1 km. to the east of town, on the grounds of Wat Tapothar-
am, are some hot springs, which bubble up out of the ground 
at a scalding 65-70 degrees Celsius. This is too hot to bathe in, 
but the rustic public baths are a much cooler 42 degrees, while 
the nearby Jansom Thara Hotel has a large public spa that uses 
the same waters. The hot springs are surrounded by the Rak-
sawarin Arboretum, where there are benches for relaxing in the 
shade, and from where it is possible to take elephant rides. Try 
the Jansom Hot Spa Ranong Hotel, with its own mineral water 
spa from a natural geyser.
Website: www.jansomthararanong.com

Ranong
In the northeast of the province, the Kra Isthmus 
signals the narrowest point of the peninsula, 
where just 44 km. separate the Andaman Sea 
from the Gulf of Thailand. 

Ranong Hot Springs

Namtok Punyaban
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Ko Chang
Not to be confused with Thailand’s second largest island with 
the same name over on the eastern gulf, this 18 sq. km. island 
has four beaches strung along its west coast, and also bunga-
lows to rent. Though there is a small village here, there are no 
cars as yet, so it is a very tranquil place.

Ko Phayam
Similar in size and just south of Ko Chang, Ko Phayam thrives 
on its cashew orchards, tended by a handful of local resi-
dents, who include “Chao Le” or sea gypsies. The island also 
has some great beaches, and accommodation on Ao Yai and 
Ao Khao Khwai. Both these islands are best visited between 
November and May, to avoid the monsoon rains. Longtail boats 
to Ko Chang and Ko Phayam leave from Saphan Pla port near 
Ranong.

Laemson National Park
Situated 45 km. south of Ranong on the Andaman Sea coast 
and occupying 315 sq. km., including over 60 km. of coastline, 
two archipelagoes and 8 islands, Laemson National Park offers 
a chance to enjoy unspoiled nature, as few people live in this 
region. The Park headquarters is at Hat Bang Ben, which is 
typical of others in the region, a broad spread of sand, backed 
by shady casuarina. Four kilometres further on from here, Hat 
Laemson is a memorably peaceful spot, good for birdwatching. 
Park staff can arrange boat trips out to other islands such as 
Ko Khang Khao and Ko Kam Yai, the latter of which has some 
fabulous beaches and lies an hour and a half off the coast. 
National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department 
Tel. 0 2562 0760 Laemson National Park Tel. 0 1978 6620
Website: www.dnp.go.th

Victoria Point
Ranong has long been popular among Thais as a jumping off 
point for a glimpse into Myanmar at Victoria Point, known as 
Ko Thuang to the Burmese and Ko Song to the Thais. Boats 
leave from Saphan Pla, Ranong’s port and harbour about 5 km. 
southwest of the town centre. For a small fee, foreigners can 
also take the short boat ride across the Kra Buri River to this 
bustling island, which is mostly dedicated to fishing, but also 
produces a high number of champion kick-boxers. Among the 
many shops in Victoria Point are some selling intricately made 
baskets, lacquerware and gems. 
Immigration Checkpoint Tel. 0 7782 1216

Kra Isthmus
The narrowest part of the peninsula that connects Thailand with 
Myanmar is Ban Thap Li, 545 km. from Bangkok and 66 km. 
northeast of Ranong town. A small monument just off Highway 
No. 4 marks the spot where the peninsula’s waist measures a 
slender 44 km., while just 22 km. separate the Gulf of Thailand 
from Kra Buri River, which flows south into the Andaman, and 
forms the border between Thailand and Myanmar.

Namtok Ngao
Located within sight of Highway No. 4, about 12 km. south of 
Ranong, this waterfall tumbles down from a great height, and is 
particularly impressive during the wet season. 
National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department  
Tel. 0 2562 0760
Namtok Ngao National Park Tel. 0 7784 8181
Website: www.dnp.go.th

Kra Isthmus

Ko Chang
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Getting There
By Air
Phuket Air flies one flight daily between Bangkok and Ranong 
(1 hour 20 minutes.) 
Phuket Air Bangkok office Tel.  0 2679 8999 (Headquarters) or 
0 2535 6695 (Bangkok International Airport) or 0 7782 4591-2 
(Ranong Airport)
Website: www.phuketairlines.com

By Bus
Both air-conditioned and regular buses in Bangkok depart from 
the Southern Bus Terminal to Ranong every day (8 hours.) 
Bangkok Southern Bus Terminal Tel. 0 2435 1199
Ranong Bus Terminal Tel. 0 7781 1548 
Website: www.transport.co.th

By Car
From Bangkok, take Highway No. 4 via Phetchaburi, Prachuap 
Khiri Khan and Chumphon, a total distance of 568 km. 

Accommodation
Ask for recommendations on where to stay in Ranong at the 
TAT Southern Office: Region 5 Tel. 0 7728 8817-9.
Website: www.tourismthailand.org

Laemson National Park

Ao Yai, Ko Phayam
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Technoble Yotsubashi Bldg., 3rd Fl., 1-6-8 
Kitahorie, Nishi-ku, Osaka 550-0014 JAPAN
Tel : (81 6) 6543 6654, 6543 6655
Fax: (81 6) 6543 6660
E-mail Address: info@tatosa.com, tatosa@
tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Southern Area of 
Honshu Island: Kinki, Chugoku and Chubu

FUKUOKA 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
EL Gala Bldg. 6th  Fl., 1-4-2, Tenjin,  
Chuo-ku, Fukuoka 810-0001 JAPAN
Tel : (81 92) 725 8808
Fax: (81 92) 735 4434
E-mail Address: tatfuk@tatfuk.com, tatfuk@
tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Kyushu Island, 
Shikoku Island and Okinawa

SEOUL
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Coryo Daeyungak Center Building
RM. No.604, 6th  Fl., 25-5, 1-Ka, Chungmu-
Ro, Chung-Ku, Seoul 100-706, KOREA
Tel : (82 2) 779 5417, 779 5418, 771 9650
Fax: (82 2) 779 5419
E-mail Address: info@tatsel.or.kr, tatsel@
tat.or.th 
Area of Responsibility: Republic of Korea

NEW DELHI 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Royal Thai Embassy 
56-N, Nyaya Marg, Chanakyapuri,  
New Delhi, INDIA 110021
Tel : (91 11) 2410 5408
Fax: (91 11) 2410 5409
E-mail Address: tat@thaiemb.org.in
Areas of Responsibility: India, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Nepal

SYDNEY 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
2nd  Fl., 75 Pitt Street, 
Sydney, NSW 2000 AUSTRALIA
Tel : (61 2) 9247 7549
Fax: (61 2) 9251 2465
E-mail Address: info@thailand.net.au, 
tatsyd@tat.or.th  
Areas of Responsibility: Australia, New 
Zealand and the South Pacific

EUROPE
LONDON 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
3rd  Fl., Brook House, 98-99 Jermyn Street, 
London SW1Y 6EE, U.K.
Tel : (44 207) 925 2511 
Fax: (44 207) 925 2512
E-mail Address: info@thaismile.co.uk, 
tatuk@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: United Kingdom, 
Ireland, South Africa, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and the Middle East: Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, U.A.E.
FRANKFURT 
Thailandisches Fremdenverkehrsamt
Bethmann Str.58, D-60311 Frankfurt/M., 

GERMANY
Tel : (49 69) 138 139 0 
Fax: (49 69) 138 139 50
E-mail Address: info@thailandtourismus.de, 
tatfra@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Germany, Austria, 
Slovenia, Croatia, Switzerland, Liech-
tenstein, Romania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, 
Moldova, Macedonia, Albania, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina

PARIS 
Office National du Tourisme de Thailande
90, Avenue des Champs-Elysees, 75008 
Paris, FRANCE
Tel : (33 1) 5353 4700
Fax: (33 1) 4563 7888
E-mail Address: tatpar@wanadoo.fr, tatpar@
tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: France, Belgium, 
Luxembourg and The Netherlands

ROME 
Ente Nazionale per il Turismo Thailandese
Via Barberini 68, 4th  Fl., 00187 Roma, 
ITALY
Tel : (39 06) 420 14422, 420 14426
Fax: (39 06) 487 3500
E-mail Address: tat.rome@iol.it, tatrome@
tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Italy, Spain, Greece, 
Portugal, Israel, Egypt, Turkey and Cyprus

STOCKHOLM
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Drottninggatan 33 GF, 111 51 Stockholm, 
SWEDEN
Tel : (46 8) 700 56 90
Fax: (46 8) 700 56 99 
E-mail Address: info@tourismthailand.se
Areas of Responsibility: Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Russia, Belarus, 
Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyz, Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania

THE AMERICAS
LOS ANGELES 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
611 North Larchmont Boulevard, 1st  Fl.,  
Los Angeles, CA 90004, U.S.A.
Tel : (1 323) 461 9814
Fax: (1 323) 461 9834
E-mail Address: tatla@ix.netcom.com, 
tatla@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, 
Guam Island and all Central and Southern 
America Countries

NEW YORK
Tourism Authority of Thailand
61 Broadway, Suite 2810 New York,  

HEAD OFFICE
Tourism Authority of Thailand
1600 New Phetchaburi Road, Makkasan, 
Ratchathewi, Bangkok 10400 THAILAND
Tel : 66 2250 5500 (120 automatic lines)
Fax: 66 2250 5511
http://www.tourismthailand.org 
E-mail Address: center@tat.or.th

OVERSEAS OFFICES
ASIA & PACIFIC
KUALA LUMPUR 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Suite 22.01, Level 22nd  Fl., 
Menara Citibank,165, Jalan Ampang, 50450  
Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA
Tel : (60 3) 216-23480
Fax: (60 3) 216-23486
E-mail Address: sawatdi@po.jaring.my, 
tatkul@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Malaysia and 
Brunei Darussalam

SINGAPORE 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
c/o Royal Thai Embassy 
370 Orchard Rd., SINGAPORE 238870
Tel : (656) 235 7901
Fax: (656) 733 5653
E-mail Address: tatsin@singnet.com.sg, 
tatsin@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Singapore, Indone-
sia and The Philippines

HONG KONG 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Room 1901 Jardine House, 1 Connaught 
Place, Central, HONG KONG
Tel : (852) 2868 0732, 2868 0854
Fax: (852) 2868 4585, 2868 0428

E-mail Address: tathkg@pacific.net.hk, 
tathkg@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Hong Kong, Macau

BEIJING
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Room 902, Office Tower E1, Oriental Plaza, 
No.1 East Chang An Avenue, 
Dong Cheng District, Beijing, 100738 
CHINA
Tel : (86 10) 8518 3526-29 
Fax: (86 10) 8518 3530
E-mail Address: tatbjs@tat.or.th, tatbjs@
sohu.com
Areas of Responsibility: People’s Republic 
of China (except Hong Kong SAR, 
Macau SAR and Taiwan) and Mongolia

TAIPEI
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
13th  Fl., Boss Tower, No 111 Sung Chiang 
Rd.(Near Nanking East Road Junction) 
Taipei  104, TAIWAN
Tel : (886 2) 2502 1600
Fax: (886 2) 2502 1603
E-mail Address: tattpe@ms3.hinet.net, 
tattpe@tat.or.th 
Area of Responsibility: Taiwan

TOKYO 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Yurakucho Denki Building, South Tower
2nd  Fl., Room 259, 1-7-1 Yurakucho Chi-
yoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0006, JAPAN
Tel : (81 3) 3218 0337, 3218 0355
Fax: (81 3) 3218 0655
E-mail Address: tattky@tattky.com, tattky@
tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Northern Area of 
Honshu Island: Tohoku, Kanto and Hokkaido 
Island
OSAKA 
Tourism Authority of Thailand

TOURISM AUTHORITY  OF  THAILAND  
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Areas of Responsibility: Nakhon Nayok,  
Sa Kaeo, Prachin Buri and Chachoengsao 

Northeast
TAT Northeastern Office: Region 1 
2102-2104 Mittraphap Rd., Amphoe 
Mueang, Nakhon Ratchasima 30000
Tel : 66 4421 3666, 66 4421 3030 
Fax: 66 4421 3667 
E-mail Address: tatsima@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Nakhon Ratcha-
sima, Surin, Buri Ram and Chaiyaphum 

TAT Northeastern Office: Region 2
264/1 Khuean  Thani Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Ubon Ratchathani 34000
Tel : 66 4524 3770, 66 4525 0714
Fax: 66 4524 3771
E-mail Address: tatubon@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Ubon Ratchathani, 
Amnat Charoen, Si Sa Ket and Yasothon

TAT Northeastern Office: Region 3 
15/5 Pracha Samoson Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Khon Kaen 40000 
Tel : 66 4324 4498-9
Fax: 66 4324 4497 
E-mail Address: tatkhkn@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Khon Kaen, Roi Et, 
Maha Sarakham and Kalasin 

TAT Northeastern Office: Region 4
184/1 Sunthon Wichit Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Nakhon Phanom 48000
Tel : 66 4251 3490-1
Fax: 66 4251 3492
E-mail Address: tatphnom@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Nakhon Phanom, 
Sakon Nakhon and Mukdahan

TAT Northeastern Office: Region 5
16/5 Mukmontri Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Udon Thani 41000
Tel : 66 4232 5406-7
Fax: 66 4232 5408
E-mail Address: tatudon@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Udon Thani, Nong 
Khai, Nong Bua Lamphu and Loei

South
TAT Southern Office: Region 1 
1/1 Soi 2 Niphat Uthit 3 Rd.,  
Amphoe Hat Yai, Songkhla 90110 
Tel : 66 7424 3747, 66 7423 8518, 
66 7423 1055
Fax: 66 7424 5986 
E-mail Address: tatsgkhl@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Songkhla  
(Hat Yai) and Satun

TAT Southern Office: Region 2
Sanam Namueang, Ratchadamnoen Rd., Am-
phoe Mueang, Nakhon Si Thammarat 80000
Tel : 66 7534 6515-6
Fax: 66 7534 6517
E-mail Address: tatnksri@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Nakhon Si Tham-
marat, Trang and Phatthalung 

N.Y. 10006
Tel : (1 212) 432 0433 
Fax: (1 212) 269 2588
E-mail Address: info@tatny.com, tatny@
tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, New 
York, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, 
Virginia, Washington D.C., West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, Puerto Rico and the Bahamas 
and Canada Counties (West Canada: Alberta, 
British Columbia, Manitoba, Northwest 
Territories, Saskatchewan and Yukon East 
Canada: Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia and New Foundland)

LOCAL OFFICES
North
TAT Northern Office: Region 1 
105/1 Chiang Mai-Lamphun Rd., 
Amphoe Mueang, Chiang Mai 50000 
Tel : 66 5324 8604, 66 5324 8607,  
66 5324 1466 
Fax: 66 5324 8605 
E-mail Address: tatchmai@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Chiang Mai, Lamp-
hun, Lampang and Mae Hong Son

TAT Northern Office: Region 2 
448/16 Singhakhlai Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Chiang Rai 57000 
Tel : 66 5371 7433, 66 5374 4674-5 
Fax: 66 5371 7434 
E-mail Address: tatchrai@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Chiang Rai, Phayao, 
Phrae and Nan 

TAT Northern Office: Region 3 
209/7-8 Surasi Trade Center, Boromtrailo-
kanat Rd., Amphoe Mueang, Phitsanulok 
65000
Tel : 66 5525 2742-3, 66 5525 9907
Fax: 66 5523 1063 
E-mail Address: tatphlok@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Phitsanulok, 
Phetchabun, Sukhothai and Uttaradit 

TAT Northern Office: Region 4 
193 Taksin Rd., Tambon Nong Luang, 
Amphoe Mueang, Tak 63000
Tel : 66 5551 4341-3
Fax: 66 5551 4344
E-mail Address: tattak@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Tak, Phichit and 
Kamphaeng Phet

Central Region
TAT Central Region Office: Region 1 
Saengchuto Rd., Tambon Ban Nuea, 
Amphoe Mueang, Kanchanaburi 71000
Tel : 66 3451 1200, 66 3451 2500,  
66 3462 3691 
Fax: 66 3451 1200 

E-mail Address: tatkan@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Kanchanaburi, 
Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon and Samut 
Songkhram 

TAT Central Region Office: Region 2
500/51 Phetchakasem Rd., Cha-am, Phetcha-
buri 76120
Tel : 66 3247 1005-6
Fax: 66 3247 1502
E-mail Address: tatphet@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Phetchaburi  
(Cha-am), Ratchaburi and Prachuap Khiri Khan

TAT Central Region Office: Region 3 
609 Mu 10 Tamnak Rd., Bang Lamung, 
Chon Buri 20260 
Tel : 66 3842 8750, 66 3842 7667 
Fax: 66 3842 9113 
E-mail Address: tatchon@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Chon Buri (Pattaya) 
and Samut Prakan 

TAT Central Region Office: Region 4
153/4 Sukhumvit Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Rayong 21000
Tel : 66 3865 5420-1, 66 3866 4585
Fax: 66 3865 5422
E-mail Address: tatryong@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Rayong and 
Chanthaburi

TAT Central Region Office: Region 5 
100 Mu 1 Trat-Laem Ngop Rd.,  
Tambon Laem Ngop, Amphoe Laem Ngop, 
Trat 23120
Tel : 66 3959 7259-60 
Fax: 66 3959 7255 
E-mail Address: tattrat@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Trat and its islands 

TAT Central Region Office: Region 6
108/22 Mu 4, Tambon Pratu Chai,  
Amphoe Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya,  
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya 13000
Tel : 66 3524 6076-7
Fax: 66 3524 6078
E-mail Address: tatyutya@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Phra Nakhon Si 
Ayutthaya, Saraburi, Ang Thong, Suphan 
Buri, Pathum Thani and Nonthaburi

TAT Central Region Office: Region 7 
Rop Wat Phrathat Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Lop Buri 15000 
Tel : 66 3642 2768-9 
Fax: 66 3642 4089 
E-mail Address: tatlobri@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Lop Buri,  
Nakhon Sawan, Uthai Thani, Chai Nat 
and Sing Buri 

TAT Central Region Office: Region 8
182/88 Mu 1 Suwannason Rd.,  
Amphoe Mueang, Nakhon Nayok 26000
Tel : 66 3731 2282, 66 3731 2284
Fax: 66 3731 2286
E-mail Address: tatnayok@tat.or.th

TAT Southern Office: Region 3 
102/3 Mu 2 Narathiwat-Takbai Rd.,  
Tambon Kaluwo Nuea, Amphoe Mueang, 
Narathiwat 96000 
Tel : 66 7352 2413, 66 7351 6144, 
66 7352 2411 
Fax: 66 7352 2412 
E-mail Address: tatnara@tat.or.th 
Areas of Responsibility: Narathiwat,  
Yala and Pattani 

TAT Southern Office: Region 4
73-75 Phuket Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Phuket 83000
Tel : 66 7621 2213, 66 7621 1036, 
66 7621 7138
Fax: 66 7621 3582
E-mail Address: tatphket@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Phuket, 
Phang-nga and Krabi

TAT Southern Office: Region 5
5 Talat Mai Rd., Amphoe Mueang, 
Surat Thani 84000
Tel : 66 7728 8817-9
Fax: 66 7728 2828
E-mail Address: tatsurat@tat.or.th
Areas of Responsibility: Surat Thani, 
Chumphon and Ranong
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